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			The Community of Practice is a multi-sectoral and inter-disciplinary collaboration between academic researchers, practitioners, governmental and non-governmental agencies and is supported by the National Research Foundation.  
JOIN US FOR A SYMPOSIUM TO SHARE RESEARCH AND LESSONS LEARNT FROM A COMMUNITY OF PRACTICE MODEL
TO
FAST-TRACK CHILD WELL-BEING OUTCOMES FOR EARLY GRADE LEARNERS IN OUR SCHOOLS 
REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN AND ATTENDANCE IS FREE  
 
Dear Colleagues and Partners
The South African government recently adopted proposals to reconfigure responsibilities for Early Childhood Development and care. The Department of Education will in future be the lead department in collaboration with the Departments of Social Development and Health. This move places child well-being for early grade learners at the top of the government’s agenda. A joined-up service delivery model geared to the child, the family, school and community is envisaged to ensure that children receive the care, support and services they need to learn and thrive. Innovative evidence-based solutions that integrate services across these key sectors at a school and community level are needed.
The symposium will share lessons learnt from a Community of Practice (CoP) to overcome the fragmentation in service provision for early grade learners in schools in disadvantaged communities in Gauteng. The CoP tested and implemented an innovative digital tool to assess children in grades R and Grades one and two in several domains. This resulted in individually tailored interventions and in the tracking of their progress.
This multi-disciplinary team approach involved teachers, social workers, nurses and school psychologists in the assessments and interventions. It aimed to address among other issues hunger, material deprivation, parental engagement in learning, psychosocial well-being, caregiver mental health and child health while also improving learning outcomes in maths and language in order to disrupt the cycles of disadvantage in South Africa. The CoP solutions align closely with national goals and the Sustainable Development Goals: poverty, hunger, health and education.
This symposium is the culmination of a two-year CoP research and intervention study and a partnership between three research chairs at the University of Johannesburg and the Centre of Excellence in Human Development at the University of the Witwatersrand. The symposium will bring together researchers, practitioners, civil society organisations, government representatives and policymakers to interrogate what constitutes the most appropriate cross-sectoral interventions to step up child well-being outcomes in the early grades. We will share the findings from the research and lessons learnt of teachers, social workers and nurses working together and how community-level resources and parents may be mobilised to become more actively involved in their children’s learning.  
The conference programme will include the following topics:
· Findings of child well-being assessments of early grade learners in schools in disadvantaged communities during COVID-19  
· The design and testing of a digital tool to assess children’s performance in maths and language development, child health and nutrition, child and caregiver mental health, poverty and hunger, access and use of community resources and learning difficulties         
· Share lessons learnt from the delivery of joined-up school-family-community level interventions
· School level intervention of cash plus care programmes      
· Mobilising parents/caregivers to be more actively involved in their children’s learning 
· Lessons learnt from working across disciplines and social sectors 
· Consider the potential for scaling up school level support and care services so that children may better learn and thrive.  
To participate in this symposium, please register via this link 'REGISTRATION'. For registration enquiries, please contact the symposium secretariat at register@confsa.co.za. For enquires about the symposium, you may contact +27 (0) 12 349 2301.     
We look forward to welcoming you at the symposium.
Kind regards
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Prof Leila Patel, DSI/NRF South African Research Chair: Welfare and Social Development, Centre for Social Development in Africa, University of Johannesburg.
Lead investigator of the NRF supported study: Communities of Practice for Social Systems Strengthening to improved child well-being outcomes           
The symposium is co-hosted with: Prof Elizabeth Henning, DSI/NRF South African Research Chair: Integrated Studies of Learning Language, Science and Mathematics in the primary school, Faculty of Education, University of Johannesburg. Co-investigator. Prof Jace Pillay, DSI/NRF South African Research Chair: Education and Care in Childhood, Faculty of Education, University of Johannesburg. Co-investigator. Prof Shane Norris, Director, DSI-NRF Centre of Excellence in Human Development, University of the Witwatersrand. Collaborating partner. Prof Arnesh Telukdarie, Professor of Digital Business and Research Chair, Johannesburg Business School University of Johannesburg. 
This symposium is sponsored by the NRF.
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